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Partnerships working for the Center
February 18, 2011
The Center for Entrepreneurial Learning and Leadership is in the process of expanding its partnerships
with other local economic development organizations to help deliver its mission to impact on new
venture creation.
We are now working with Creative Coast Alliance, Georgia Tech ATDC and the Statesboro SBDC on the
FastPitch program and the relationship is expanding to include applications from Armstrong State
University, Savannah State University, Savannah College of Art and Design; Ogeechee Technical College
and East Georgia College. The FastPitch program is becoming truly regional in its focus.
The Center also recently agreed relationships to take forward the Six-squared program and is working
with Lowcountry Small Business Hub in South Carolina and the Statesboro and Bulloch Chamber in
Statesboro. The program is a peer-to-peer learning program designed to help entrepreneurs solve
problems and grow their businesses.
In addition the Center for Entrepreneurial Learning and Leadership continues to work with the
Downtown Statesboro Development Authority and the City of Statesboro on the Entrepreneurial Zone in
downtown Statesboro. The Zone that is part of the City Campus will provide facilities for the Center and
enable the location to become a focal point for entrepreneurial activities that link the University with
the City and local entrepreneurs.

Advisory Council Member Tom Hughes Retires from
NEA Inc.
February 18, 2011
Another change for our Advisory Council members. Tom Hughes has retired from the CEO/President
role of National Electronic Attachment the company he founded saying, “Today I am sending out a press
release which tells you that I am taking off my CEO hat and changing it for a Consultant hat. I am very
pleased at this moment with where this company is and where it is going. I have had a great run for the
last 23 years, have a great staff that I am leaving behind that are running wide open and increasing both
revenue and EBITDA every month. There is a time in every company where it goes from being run by
entrepreneurs to being run by professional managers. I will continue to be on the board for several years
and will not lack for things to do.”
Formal Press Release
National Electronic Attachment/Medical Electronic Attachment (NEA / MEA) today announced that its
board of directors has named Melinda (Lindy) Benton to serve as the company’s chief executive officer.
Benton, formerly the Chief Operating Officer of The Sage Group, plc, has spent her career in a range of
healthcare general management, operations, sales and marketing positions. Prior to Sage, Benton was
with the Cerner Corporation and Digital Equipment Corporation.
“We are excited to have Lindy join the NEA/MEA team,” said Bryce Youngren, Chairman of the Board of
NEA/MEA. “Lindy’s track record in building successful organizations based on establishing great
customer relationships and leveraging product value will be key in taking NEA and MEA to the next
level,” added Youngren.
“Our search for a new leader has been focused and thorough,” said Youngren. “Tom Hughes created a
tremendous enterprise, and we needed a candidate who could continue the significant legacy Tom has
created.” Benton, when asked about her new position, said, “I am looking forward to the opportunity to
increase Payor activity in the MEA side of the business and develop strategic partnerships with vendors
and providers.”
Thomas (Tom) Hughes, current CEO /President and Founder of NEA and MEA, is retiring after 23 years in
the healthcare industry and will remain on the board.
About NEA / MEA
NEA / MEA, The Recognized Leader in Electronic Attachments for the health-care industry offers systems
designed to make insurance attachment submissions and processing as easy as possible for the patient,
the provider and the payor. NEA has been a member of the INC. 5000 fastest growing companies in
America for the last three years. For more information on NEA, visit www.welcometonea.com. For
more information on MEA, visit www.mea-fast.com.

